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Week #4: From Prison to Palace

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But | have heard it said of
you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.”

“l cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.”
Genesis 41:15-16 (NIV)

“It is just as | said to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. Seven years of
great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, but seven years of famine will follow
them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.”

Genesis 41:28-30 (NIV)

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so
discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to
submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will | be greater than you.” So Pharaoh
said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his
signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph'’s finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen
and put a gold chain around his neck. He had him ride in a chariot as his second-in-command,
and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the whole land of

Egypt.
Genesis 41:39-43 (NIV)

Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph
went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven years of
abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven
years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the
fields surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was
so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.

Genesis 41:46-49 (NIV)



The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began,
just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt
there was food. When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food.
Then Pharaoh told all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph and do what he tells you.”

When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. And all the world came
to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.

Genesis 41:53-57 (NIV)

e Godis in the

e God provides in the

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.

James 1:5 (NIV)

e God positions his for his

e God blesses through

Discussion questions:

1. Where in your life do you need to be reminded that being “forgotten by people” does not
mean being forgotten by God?

2. What is one area where you need to ask God for wisdom instead of just asking Him to fix
the situation?

3. How might God be positioning you right now to bless or serve someone else?



Recommended resources:

You'll Get Through This: Hope and Help for Your Turbulent Times, by Max Lucado
Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox

It's Not Supposed to Be This Way, by Lysa TerKeurst
The Dream of You: Let Go of Broken Identities and Live the Life You Were Made For, by Jo

Saxton

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Youll-Get-Through-This-Turbulent/dp/0718031512/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2W8RY97B1Z34R&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.DnJZCEW4U-H5YudIyNM7vDHC3y8bCcC7A36JEcstKWa3qNVGFjmCJFjQSEHjss9FNUunL7os7gInFmq4juozAUektTwxy45H9U--SJI3vKSvfCKwQu3l8H0GNSEZf2QaSt25rXzdw_g7G4aFaxh9ZX7Qdp8oG2bs8fNftML8PiNvoj16Keshe2sXtFPsRwgnGKaPg3fn-nuAFwcwk15lcNNZhdR9N7wMn57789Rs6Sk.Egkv7Ql23ZvHwgp2PEBQyBEhv4YzgJE6e0ePDFS249Q&dib_tag=se&keywords=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado&qid=1781206044&sprefix=you%27ll+get+through+this+max+lucado%2Caps%2C196&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Joseph-Story-Slavery-Power-Forgiveness/dp/1433562936
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Not-Supposed-This-Disappointments/dp/0718039858/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=3A5NNJO358PN1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Y12cTZhPQowibJGYanquLTh1V-8-ewfXOEtVFPCatSF_usKXRg_erfklciXOoMbseiujSI21_onzzYH6_G-tO2kw-SW5wCKU_MgUjIcyp1opFzh6a4JTkrzajAjYhd2Ke-3Rv1yOXSEKvl8FUughSQlUPSmB4JlWSysP_Hl24Bzx3O1KRc8Wce3tEjvM4zIl8_4av7mkV-QpNQk7DzyPBBNMaBDwXsWBlhQXLF_PNJ0.ThDEfvggTMmy45Rm26DUiX0THya9ASm8OcneHjA7bR4&dib_tag=se&keywords=It%27s+Not+Supposed+to+Be+This+Way%2C+by+Lysa+TerKeurst&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202696&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C526&sr=1-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Dream-You-Broken-Identities-Live/dp/0735289824/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3FCRHC4DEY3G2&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.QzEiQbWIa2a2wwSGJAE-mA.4HNgIgc8w6Z9StSuWkthMb6CuiS19w4H4Jp1OTdEPqw&dib_tag=se&keywords=The+Dream+of+You%3A+Let+Go+of+Broken+Identities+and+Live+the+Life+You+Were+Made+For&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1781202713&s=books&sprefix=it%27s+not+supposed+to+be+this+way%2C+by+lysa+terkeurst%2Cstripbooks%2C475&sr=1-1

[FILL COPY]

Week #4: From Prison to Palace

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But | have heard it said of
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them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage the land.”
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Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so
discerning and wise as you. You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to
submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne will | be greater than you.” So Pharaoh
said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his
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Genesis 41:39-43 (NIV)

Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph
went out from Pharaoh’s presence and traveled throughout Egypt. During the seven years of
abundance the land produced plentifully. Joseph collected all the food produced in those seven
years of abundance in Egypt and stored it in the cities. In each city he put the food grown in the
fields surrounding it. Joseph stored up huge quantities of grain, like the sand of the sea; it was
so much that he stopped keeping records because it was beyond measure.

Genesis 41:46-49 (NIV)

The seven years of abundance in Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began,
just as Joseph had said. There was famine in all the other lands, but in the whole land of Egypt
there was food. When all Egypt began to feel the famine, the people cried to Pharaoh for food.
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When the famine had spread over the whole country, Joseph opened all the storehouses and
sold grain to the Egyptians, for the famine was severe throughout Egypt. And all the world came
to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.

Genesis 41:53-57 (NIV)

e God is present in the prison.

e God provides wisdom in the moment.

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.

James 1:5 (NIV)

e God positions his people for his purposes.

e God blesses many through one.

Discussion questions:

1. Where in your life do you need to be reminded that being “forgotten by people” does not
mean being forgotten by God?

2. What is one area where you need to ask God for wisdom instead of just asking Him to fix
the situation?

3. How might God be positioning you right now to bless or serve someone else?
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Joseph: A Story of Love, Hate, Slavery, Power, and Forgiveness, by John C. Lennox
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