Week #2: The Rhythms of the Church

They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Reverential awe came over everyone, and many wonders and miraculous
signs came about by the apostles. All who believed were together and held everything in
common, and they began selling their property and possessions and distributing the proceeds to
everyone, as anyone had need. Every day they continued to gather together by common
consent in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to house, sharing their food with glad
and humble hearts, praising God and having the good will of all the people. And the Lord was
adding to their number every day those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47 (NET)
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Discussion Questions

1.

For many people, one or more of the various rhythms of the church (gather, grow, group,
give, go) feels more natural than the others or functions as a particular interest. For
example, some people really love to grow in their faith through discipleship but feel less
comfortable with the idea of going out and sharing their faith with others. Of the five
rhythms, which one comes easiest for you? Which one is hardest?

In what ways do you think your faith would deepen if you committed to practicing all five
of these rhythms?

Over the years, the church has needed to change the methods it uses pursues each of
these rhythms. For instance, the church may change the kinds of songs that are used in
worship, the kinds of studies that are used for discipleship, or the way that’s chosen to
talk about faith with the wider world. Do you find that kind of change difficult? Why or
why not?

Recommended Resources

The Purpose Driven Church, by Rick Warren
Acts for Everyone, Part 1, by N.T. Wright

The Purpose Driven Life, by Rick Warren
The Challenge of Acts: Rediscovering What the Church Was and Is, by N.T. Wright

(NET) New English Translation


https://a.co/d/iplWAhI
https://a.co/d/2cPFill
https://a.co/d/dTBKcfF
https://a.co/d/6PWbq9X
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They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. Reverential awe came over everyone, and many wonders and miraculous
signs came about by the apostles. All who believed were together and held everything in
common, and they began selling their property and possessions and distributing the proceeds to
everyone, as anyone had need. Every day they continued to gather together by common
consent in the temple courts, breaking bread from house to house, sharing their food with glad
and humble hearts, praising God and having the good will of all the people. And the Lord was
adding to their number every day those who were being saved.

Acts 2:42-47 (NET)

Gather, grow, group, give, go:

Gather: Worship.

Grow: Discipleship.

Group: Eellowship.

Give: Ministry.
e Go: Evangelism.

The Big Idea: The songs may change, but the rhythms stay the same.

Discussion Questions

1. For many people, one or more of the various rhythms of the church (gather, grow, group,
give, go) feels more natural than the others or functions as a particular interest. For
example, some people really love to grow in their faith through discipleship but feel less
comfortable with the idea of going out and sharing their faith with others. Of the five
rhythms, which one comes easiest for you? Which one is hardest?

2. In what ways do you think your faith would deepen if you committed to practicing all five
of these rhythms?

3. Over the years, the church has needed to change the methods it uses pursues each of
these rhythms. For instance, the church may change the kinds of songs that are used in
worship, the kinds of studies that are used for discipleship, or the way that’s chosen to
talk about faith with the wider world. Do you find that kind of change difficult? Why or
why not?
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The Purpose Driven Church, by Rick Warren
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The Purpose Driven Life, by Rick Warren

The Challenge of Acts: Rediscovering What the Church Was and Is, by N.T. Wright

(NET) New English Translation
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