Contend — Week 1: Know Where You Stand

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,
To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:
2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.

3 Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, | felt
compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s
holy people.

* For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped
in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.

Jude 1:1—4 (NIV)

(v. 1) Remember | am:

e Called: God me (1 Peter 2:9)
e Loved: God for me (1 John 4:10)
e Kept: God me (John 10:27-28)

(v. 2) And | have:

e Mercy: What | don’t (Titus 3:5)
e Peace: What God (Romans 5:1)
e Love: What | can (John 15:13, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

(vv. 3—4) Contend for the faith against:

e Compromised (Matthew 7:15-20, Matthew 23:25-28, 2 Peter 2, 1 Timothy 6:3-5)
e Counterfeit (2 Timothy 4:3, Colossians 2:8, 1 John 4:1-6, Galatians 1:6-9)
e Cultural (Romans 12:2, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 6:13)




Discussion questions:

e Jude reminds us that we are called, loved, and kept by God. How does remembering
who you are in Christ change the way you respond to challenges, doubts, or pressures
to compromise your faith?

e How do you discern whether messages, teachings, and influences shaping your beliefs
are drawing you closer to Jesus or leading you away from him?

e Where might God be inviting you to stand more firmly in your faith, even when doing so
is uncomfortable or goes against cultural expectations? How can you do this with
humility, grace, and love?

Recommended resources:

Contend: Standing Boldly for Biblical Truth While Winning the War Within, by Philip Anthony Mitchell

The Daniel Dilemma: How to Stand Firm and Love Well in a Culture of Compromise, by Chris Hodges
Thriving in Babylon: Why Hope, Humility, and Wisdom Matter in a Godless Culture, by Larry Osborne

Live No Lies: Recognize and Resist the Three Enemies That Sabotage Your Peace, by John Mark Comer
Faithfully Different: Reqgaining Biblical Clarity in a Secular Culture, by Natasha Crain

(NIV) New International Version


https://www.amazon.com/Contend-Standing-Boldly-Biblical-Winning/dp/1400356822/ref=sr_1_1?adgrpid=205063047011&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.IzVIP02WFV6U_GxiZt8uwkId0Toxz6odSXkyqe1lwzTRFDY845kdN-9FmCEScLHErHbSZokEVCJENrmPh8bO159SNxUDnJJ34APKcH4-Pau1ozn8YXhSmiHelrj7tnUTe0Uc2Ge7NGq9q7VKdNeNvywXSlnFns5Dk5SV_e-0BxcwWATKOc9Gv0Csj1UIhUDuJXt011vb7nPTgRSZr98j97Sd8FbCfdUTgvh75yzj_kE.dPXwT5xpgqhLbLuCspPYVFlsvwleSfEmQhFSKtBLkPg&dib_tag=se&hvadid=823216125347&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9190289&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=2695378926160937860--&hvqmt=b&hvrand=2695378926160937860&hvtargid=kwd-2478527792805&hydadcr=2251_13608018_2342011&keywords=contend+philip+anthony+mitchell&mcid=255042ca534d3b71b8526fad55439446&qid=1793731236&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Daniel-Dilemma-Stand-Culture-Compromise/dp/0718091531/ref=sr_1_3?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.e_6XNGlTw8TGAhWzdbVuUA8z1TMoTLkYI1ne_lCNF6XzpsamcVKTcp7usk8meF5lbVWbvOUBY4sLaoLOnmC3a3HlJ9YGzqRh33_P5XjxAsq7EjnusgMVYkxN1DgA1wanX0EEradQ349E2oljVWMr9K6oWE_rGyXEORb1qeLjPUmjst2UjLB0PMMdiSNIr-1376lFL5Ydtga2Mg5K8gn-0Q6JA_5jMvpkNu7OywIYA-s.iZWqfylFdz0Q-eOQrWLagUHYIiF7jueuTXryNuiqi3E&dib_tag=se&keywords=chris+hodges+books&qid=1793731109&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Thriving-Babylon-Humility-Godless-Culture/dp/1434704211/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3OY24O8NHHOIL&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.NVMq1MiIgK_oQI94pGaYxOPe4vXQV3LZMopa18DXEXvGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.jCKWjieVq0fK4_Dv7nt4U5xjHLE42KDzreyhBL09Rc0&dib_tag=se&keywords=larry+osborne+babylon&qid=1793731313&sprefix=larry+osborne+babyl%2Caps%2C264&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Live-No-Lies-Recognize-Sabotage/dp/0525653120/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HTJ7A2BJHTM8&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.muPKiYVJ6ypRfgngodwUYQu-vxFhU9w2SuLFSSfBGkwOJNfBYxXheLE5hmg2KzzwRORwQYSdlJWzMSuyyPqKMTK5CJIy8yMMEE9NEZgtyfxdpmCnkMCO7zGwnGBdiCABoY5w959yUIWOd-kBKwcPYWKvAJ72MrlnRd10vpBOORFCkFul3arejwHg0taggsEZoBVA2YOqD2GwOJFknQbZFFjk_POQEoMfAaMZ4Bmtqj4.xb7EXjUDJ2wBs5CZ9WG8yn_xkxgHSEOBJTQUlaGMB68&dib_tag=se&keywords=live+no+lies&qid=1793732453&sprefix=live+no+lie%2Caps%2C262&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0736984291?plpRedirect=mhFallback&ref=clp_hp_h_pc
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Contend — Week 1: Know Where You Stand

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James,

To those who have been called, who are loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:
2 Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.

3 Dear friends, although | was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, | felt
compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God’s
holy people.

* For certain individuals whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped
in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into a license for
immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.

Jude 1:1-4 (NIV)
(v. 1) Remember | am:

e Called: God chose me (1 Peter 2:9)
e |Loved: God sacrificed for me (1 John 4:10)
e Kept: God secures me (John 10:27-28)

(v. 2) And | have:

e Mercy: What | don’t deserve (Titus 3:5)
e Peace: What God gives (Romans 5:1)
e Love: What | can ghare (John 15:13, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

(vv. 3—4) Contend for the faith against:

e Compromised character (Matthew 7:15-20, Matthew 23:25-28, 2 Peter 2, 1 Timothy
6:3-5)
Counterfeit content (2 Timothy 4:3, Colossians 2:8, 1 John 4:1-6, Galatians 1:6-9)
Cultural pressure (Romans 12:2, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 6:13)




Discussion questions:

e Jude reminds us that we are called, loved, and kept by God. How does remembering
who you are in Christ change the way you respond to challenges, doubts, or pressures
to compromise your faith?

e How do you discern whether messages, teachings, and influences shaping your beliefs
are drawing you closer to Jesus or leading you away from him?

e Where might God be inviting you to stand more firmly in your faith, even when doing so
is uncomfortable or goes against cultural expectations? How can you do this with
humility, grace, and love?

Recommended resources:

Contend: Standing Boldly for Biblical Truth While Winning the War Within, by Philip Anthony Mitchell

The Daniel Dilemma: How to Stand Firm and Love Well in a Culture of Compromise, by Chris Hodges
Thriving in Babylon: Why Hope, Humility, and Wisdom Matter in a Godless Culture, by Larry Osborne

Live No Lies: Recognize and Resist the Three Enemies That Sabotage Your Peace, by John Mark Comer
Faithfully Different: Reqgaining Biblical Clarity in a Secular Culture, by Natasha Crain

(NIV) New International Version
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